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Allison Gates

From: Joan Seaman
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 7:57 AM
To: Allison Gates
Cc: Clyde Dulin
Subject: FW: More changes to Comp Plan proposed

For the public comment folder 
 

From: Jim Moir <jbmoir@aol.com>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 5:45 PM 
To: Joan Seaman <jseaman@martin.fl.us> 
Subject: Fw: More changes to Comp Plan proposed 
 

 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: Donna S. Melzer <donnasmelzer@gmail.com> 
To: Donna Melzer <elzer@gate.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 at 11:02:23 AM EDT 
Subject: More changes to Comp Plan proposed 

 
FORWARDED From:  
"Virginia Sherlock" <vsherlock@lshlaw.net> 

Date: Jul 28, 2024 10:19 AM 

 

The assault on the Martin County Comprehensive Plan continues on Thursday when the 
Local Planning Agency will consider two amendments presented by staff in the 
Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) process which requires local governments to 
review and, if necessary, update plans to reflect changes in state statutes and growth and 
development activities. 
 
Proposed changes to the Preamble consist primarily of excluding the Indiantown Urban 
Service District from the housing demand and residential capacity analysis and including 
the portion of the secondary Urban Services District adjacent to the Village of Indiantown 
as part of the County's secondary Urban Service District.  The staff report fails to explain 
the reason for or the impact of these changes. 
 
The changes to the Transportation Chapter are extensive and appear to be extremely 
technical, again without explanation in the staff report except to assure decision-makers 
that the changes are for “clarification” and “consistency”.  Major changes proposed on 
virtually every page of the 33-page Chapter 5 Transportation Element may be 
understandable only to traffic engineers or professional planners.   
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Citizens might feel more comfortable if an independent traffic expert were asked to 
review and comment on the proposed changes, especially as traffic congestion and 
increased traffic on many vital roads throughout the County have resulted from the 
current Commission's any-development-is-good-development approach toward growth 
management. 
 
The Local Planning Agency will recommend approval of the proposed amendments to be 
forwarded to the County Commission.  The Commission must vote to transmit all EAR 
amendments for review by state agencies by November 27, 2024. 
 
The Local Planning Agency meets at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 1, 2024, in 
Commission Chambers at the County Administration Center.  The link for the LPA agenda 
is 
 
https://martin.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1213979&GUID=B90F945F-1F75-
4A40-B8D5-D6AB120AD956&Options=info|&Search= 
 
The County has not posted e-mail addresses to allow citizens to communicate with LPA 
members, but you can send comments to staff at pschilli@martin.fl.us  and 
cdulin@martin.fl.us and request that your comments be made part of the record.  I 
recommend that you also include the County Commission at comish@martin.fl.us 
because staff is not always diligent about including public comments in the record. 
 
Ginny Sherlock 
LITTMAN, SHERLOCK & HEIMS, P.A. 
P.O. Box 1197 
Stuart, FL 34995 
Phone: (772) 287‐0200 
Fax: (772) 872‐5152 
www.LSHLaw.net 
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Joan Seaman

From: Clyde Dulin
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 4:30 PM
To: Allison Gates
Cc: Samantha Lovelady; Jenna Knobbe
Subject: FW: Comp Plan Amendments

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Allison, 
We need to provide the following email as public comment to the LPA this Thursday and we need to file it in the 
respective folders. Thanks 
 
 

From: jlogan@gate.net <jlogan@gate.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 11:42 AM 
To: Paul Schilling <pschilli@martin.fl.us>; Clyde Dulin <cdulin@martin.fl.us> 
Cc: Comish <Comish@martin.fl.us> 
Subject: Comp Plan Amendments 
 

 
Good morning, 
 
I understand that you are currently reviewing amendments to the Comp Plan that would include changes to 
Indiantown's treatment when it comes to the residential capacity analysis and USD changes.  May I ask, what is the 
rationale for these changes that reflect a benefit to residents of Martin County? 
 
Did an independent traffic expert review and add comment on the proposed changes to the Transportation 
Chapter?  We all are aware of the significant increase in population and traffic flow in Martin County and should 
definitely be cautious in any changes made related to same.  If an expert did review, are those comments available? 
 
ANY amendments related to our Comp Plan, which have been critical to preserving our wonderful way of life should, in 
my opinion, ONLY be approved if significant benefits are derived from them.   
 
Best regards, 
 
Jane Logan 
Hobe Sound, FL 
772‐485‐5503 
 
 





From: Leslie Ertl
To: Stacey Hetherington; Harold Jenkins; Doug Smith; Edward Ciampi
Cc: Sarah Heard
Subject: comp plan/ developement
Date: Monday, September 9, 2024 11:29:45 AM

Good morning - I am writing as your constituent to appeal to you to represent US not
developers. Elected officials should stay in touch with the needs of their constituents.
Please stop approving projects and changing the comp plan for more money in your
pockets. It is heartbreaking to watch you four and Gov Desantis selling our state. It is so
blatant. Please take the time to analyze these requests. We will be living in flooded,
overcrowded areas and endless traffic and loss of critical habitat.

Tomorrow's agenda would require several hours of discussion if staff and Commissioners
were serious about giving the proposals thorough and balanced consideration. Instead –
like the failed effort to rush through outrageous plans to add inappropriate facilities to
Jonathan Dickinson and other state parks – Tuesday’s BOCC meeting has been planned to
severely limit public participation and speed questionable proposals through a truncated
process.

STOP DEVELOPEMENT IN AN IRRESPONSIBLE WAY AND START DOING YOUR
JOBS - REPRESENT THE PEOPLE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Leslie Ertl

mailto:lesertl@yahoo.com
mailto:shetherington@martin.fl.us
mailto:hjenkins@martin.fl.us
mailto:dsmith@martin.fl.us
mailto:eciampi@martin.fl.us
mailto:sheard@martin.fl.us


From: Sam Hay
To: Stacey Hetherington
Subject: Please protect the Comp Plan
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2024 10:17:17 AM

Commissioner Hetherington:

I urge you to protect what remains of the Comprehensive Plan at your meeting on Sept 10.
You have already approved too many modifications to the Plan which have inevitably resulted
in over-development in our county.

Please do not approve any further modifications which would further weaken the protections
the Comp Plan was intended to provide. At the very least, delay any changes until they can be
properly presented to the public and carefully considered.

Respectfully,
Sam Hay, Port Salerno

mailto:samhhay@gmail.com
mailto:shetherington@martin.fl.us


From: paul vallier
To: Comish
Cc: vsherlock@lshlaw.net; Alan Buchfuhrer; Jj Smith (new); Karl Thonnes; Mary Alice Rowley; Bob Shykes Thursday

Worker; Bill Steuer; Charles L. Dietz; donnasmelzer@gmail.com; Gene Reed; Frank Gallieti; M.
Subject: LPA and the MC Commission need to immediately pause
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2024 3:42:19 PM

Are  Commissioners Jenkins and Smith trying to pull a fast one before leaving office!?  I hope
not.

?????
“The Local Planning Agency will consider five proposed Comprehensive Plan
Amendments at Thursday’s meeting, including a text amendment that will
further expand development in Rural Lifestyle communities.”???!!

The LPA needs to be “at ease” until new commissioners take office.  The voters have spoken
and they want a new direction that respects our Comp plan!
Paul Vallier
Stuart

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:betterbeeswax@yahoo.com
mailto:Comish@martin.fl.us
mailto:vsherlock@lshlaw.net
mailto:watersideconsultingab@gmail.com
mailto:actmarinc@outlook.com
mailto:kthonnes@aol.com
mailto:mar1980@comcast.net
mailto:bobmidwest@icloud.com
mailto:bobmidwest@icloud.com
mailto:steuerw@bellsouth.net
mailto:charles.dietz@ngc.com
mailto:donnasmelzer@gmail.com
mailto:reed.gene@gmail.com
mailto:fgalietti@yahoo.com
mailto:keyesmar@aol.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_Internal_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000604&af_sub5=EmailSignature__Static___;!!OOyQrLxwW3k!hgrW4WM7oHeNKGhtGkcjK5vscMuxWqwcSJ_-1uhquduaHag3UX8eyif_yVbSQ2OVbyUyiw9MLixqXdjadxR4XPPoRA$
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Allison Gates

From: Virginia Sherlock <vsherlock@lshlaw.net>
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 4:13 PM
To: Clyde Dulin; James Moir
Cc: Paul Schilling; Stephanie Heidt; Elysse Elder; Virginia Sherlock
Subject: RE: Tonight's LPA meeting

 
Clyde, 
 
As you well know, the notice published in TCPalm does not provide copies of the staff report, 
agenda item summaries, or data and analysis.  And few residents rely on the TCPalm notice, as 
you also know.  The agenda is routinely e‐mailed to those of us who have specifically 
requested inclusion on the e‐mail sent by the County in advance of LPA meetings.  We rely on 
that e‐mail notice. 
 
Your response confirms my fear that staff is trying to ram through these amendments without 
adequate time or information for the public to evaluate them. 
 
Ginny Sherlock 
LITTMAN, SHERLOCK & HEIMS, P.A. 
P.O. Box 1197 
Stuart, FL 34995 
Telephone: (772) 287‐0200 
Facsimile: (772) 872‐5152 
www.lshlaw.net 
 

From: Clyde Dulin [mailto:cdulin@martin.fl.us]  
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 4:03 PM 
To: Virginia Sherlock <vsherlock@lshlaw.net>; James Moir <James.Moir@martin.fl.us> 
Cc: Paul Schilling <pschilli@martin.fl.us>; Stephanie Heidt <sheidt@tcrpc.org>; Elysse Elder <eelder@martin.fl.us> 
Subject: RE: Tonight's LPA meeting 
 
Hello, 
Please see the attached verification that notice was published by TC Palm on Wednesday July 3, 2024. 
 

From: Virginia Sherlock <vsherlock@lshlaw.net>  
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:56 PM 
To: James Moir <James.Moir@martin.fl.us> 
Cc: Clyde Dulin <cdulin@martin.fl.us>; Paul Schilling <pschilli@martin.fl.us>; Virginia Sherlock <vsherlock@lshlaw.net> 
Subject: Tonight's LPA meeting 
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Jim, 
 
Sorry for the late comments on tonight's LPA agenda, but the agenda wasn't sent out until 
yesterday and I haven't had adequate time to thoroughly review the three proposed 
amendments to the Comp Plan (Housing Chapter, Arts, Culture and Historic Preservation 
Chapter and Public Schools Facilities Chapter) which apparently are being submitted as part of 
the EAR process. 
 
In addition to the late notice, the data and analysis supporting the amendments has not been 
provided.  The staff report for each amendment says the data and analysis "will be submitted 
to State Land Planning Agency as part of the transittal packet.  Copies are available in the 
Growth Management Department, upon request." 
 
This is not how the process is supposed to work.  The data and analysis should be provided for 
review by the LPA and the public at the time the amendments are presented.   
 
Are members of the public going to be charged exorbitant fees for requesting copies from 
Growth Management? 
 
Why is staff hiding the required data and analysis from both LPA members and the public? 
 
Why was less than 48 hours notice given of intent to present these EAR amendments to the 
LPA? 
 
The amendments are confusing and very technical; impossible to review and evaluate in time 
to make meaningful comments. 
 
I request that the LPA postpone hearing these three agenda items ‐‐ NPH‐2, NPH‐3 and NPH‐4 
‐‐ until members of the public can be properly noticed and provided with adequate time to 
review and evaluate the amendments. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Ginny Sherlock 
LITTMAN, SHERLOCK & HEIMS, P.A. 
P.O. Box 1197 
Stuart, FL 34995 
Telephone: (772) 287‐0200 
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Facsimile: (772) 872‐5152 
www.lshlaw.net 
 

This document may be reproduced upon request in an alternative format by contacting the County ADA 
Coordinator (772) 320-3131, the County Administration Office (772) 288-5400, Florida Relay 711, or by 
completing our accessibility feedback form at www.martin.fl.us/accessibility-feedback 

 

The comments and opinions expressed herein are those of the author of this message and may not reflect the policies of the Martin County Board of County Commissioners. 
Under Florida Law, email addresses are public records. If you do not want your email address released in response to a public records request do not send electronic mail to 
this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing. 
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Allison Gates

From: Virginia Sherlock <vsherlock@lshlaw.net>
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2024 1:12 PM
To: Don Donaldson
Cc: Sarah Heard; Edward Ciampi; Harold Jenkins; Paul Schilling; Clyde Dulin; Elysse Elder; Virginia 

Sherlock
Subject: Please insist on transparency in EAR process

 
Don, 
 
At the Local Planning Agency meeting last night, staff concealed information and comments 
from the public and LPA members.  The lack of transparency in the EAR process is concerning. 
 
I signed up to receive e‐mails from staff regarding upcoming LPA meetings, and staff usually 
sends an e‐mail with the LPA agenda and staff reports a week or so before each meeting.  But 
the e‐mail for Thursday's meeting was not sent until Wednesday, providing agenda summaries 
for three Comprehensive Plan Amendments proposed by staff as part of the Evaluation and 
Appraisal Report process.  The proposed amendments are very technical and difficult to 
understand.  It was simply impossible to conduct meaningful review prior to the LPA meeting. 
 
Additionally, the staff reports for the Comp Plan amendments acknowledged that data and 
analysis required for approval was not included in the agenda packet.  Staff noted that the 
data and analysis would be provided to the state when the amendments are transmitted for 
agency review and would be available for review at the Growth Management Department 
upon request.  I do not understand why the data and analysis was not included in the agenda 
packet to provide LPA members a basis for their decision to recommend adoption of the 
proposed amendments. 
 
I have not been able to locate e‐mail addresses on the County website for LPA members.  I 
sent an e‐mail to one member whose address I have and to staff, asking that the Comp Plan 
amendment agenda items be postponed to give citizens time to review and evaluate them and 
requesting that the data and analysis for the amendments be included in the agenda packet.  I 
copied staff on my e‐mail, assuming that the comments would be made part of the record. 
 
But staff did not mention the concerns I raised and did not advise the LPA of my comments 
regarding the agenda items.  I am requesting that my e‐mail be included in the agenda packet 
when these items are presented to the BOCC. 
 



2

The lack of transparency is extremely worrisome, raising genuine fears that staff is hiding data 
and analysis and blocking public input.  This is not how the process is supposed to work.   
 
Ginny Sherlock 
LITTMAN, SHERLOCK & HEIMS, P.A. 
P.O. Box 1197 
Stuart, FL 34995 
Telephone: (772) 287‐0200 
Facsimile: (772) 872‐5152 
www.lshlaw.net 
                




