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' PROGRAM OVERVIEW

» Marine vessel providing mobile pump out service to all boaters in Martin County’s
waterways.
» FREE, convenient, safe, and responsible way to remove sewage from boats.

» Nickname for Martin Ship Pump Out Operation Program managed by the Utilities &

Solid Waste Department.
» Funded Iin part by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the Clean Vessel Act through
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
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HISTORY

» Began in October 2000 as a part of the Clean River Initiative.
» FDEP grant absorbed 75% of the initial equipment purchase.

» The program has seen a continuous increase Iin the number of requests for

pump-outs.

22 The Stuart News
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MS. POOP SETS SAIL

©Stuart, Florida ™ Saturday, October 7,2000 M Martin County edition

County unveils first sewage-collection vessel

e

STUART — Boaters shouldn't have a prob-
lem figuring out the purpose of a new county boat
set to patrol local waterways in two weeks.

It’s name, The Ms. Poop, saysitall. :

“Every that 1 have talked with thinks it is
the fest thing in the world,” said Darrell
Schuler, a county utilities engineering technician.

But it’s not poop residents and environmental-
ists are raving about. It’s the purpose of the new
vessel — the Martin Ship Pump Out Operation
Program — which will travel the county's nvers
pumping human waste from boats.

MARTIN COUNTY

“What it does is reduce the temptation to dis-
charge into the waterways of Martin
Counu?'_." id Ross Wilcox, the county’s environ-
men &l;nning administrator. “The idea is to
service ts with a mobile facility rather than
have them come into @ marina to pump out.”

If the name surprises residents, so should the
boat, which could be the first of its kind run by &
county to avoid pollution. |

orried that live-on boats near the Jensen
Beach Causeway, ncar the Roosevelt Bridge and
in Manatee Pocket are‘dum&jng their waste into
the river, the Martin unty Commission
searched for a grant 0 help pay for a way to pre-
vent the practice.

The initial idea was to build & !
pump-out station at Sandsprit Park. but officials
thought the plan would be more successful il the
pump could go to the boaters. .

At 26-fect long with a 500-gallon tank. Ms.
Poop was the perfect solution, giving the couniy i
way to reach boaters who might find it easier o
dump waste into the water than motor to @ maini
to pump out their sewage. !

“If we provide the service to them, they
wouldn’t even bother dumping it into the water,
Schuler said. “They would just say, “‘Let’s call Ms,
Poop and they will take care of it." "

Please see VESSEL on A2
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B CONTINUED FROM A1

Dumping sewage into state
waters is illﬁal and boaters found
“to have a faulty sewage system can
be fined up to $250.

Although  enforcement is
.tough, Martin County will at-
tempt to bring together officers
from the shenil’s office and the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission to form a task
force to inspect the sewage sys-
tems of boats on the river and tied
up at county marinas.

In the fature, the county hopes
1o negotiate an agreement with the
state Department of Transporta-
tion to place the Manatee ocket
and the Indian River from the
Miairtin County line to the Earnest

Lyons Bridge under county juris-
diction. -

_ Getting control of the waters
will allow the county to toughen
penalties for dumping sewage

ym boats.

~ “t is without a doubt a giant
step,” said Henry Caimotto, a vo-
cal advocate of cleaning the river.
“What’s going to happen is, it is

Samg to work slowly at first and

en people are going to get accus-.
tonwget% (A

To entice boaters to use the
service, the ogunﬁ plans to offer it
for free until May. when a $5
charge will be added.

county is using a $25,000
grant from the department of en-
vironmental protection to begin
the project and have picked a
part-time employee who will be
paid about $11 an hour to pump
the sewag% . A ”{_;\]1
The boat will operate \from 8
am. to 3 p.m. Monday lhrou rough
Wednesday, but the county hopes
to extend its operation after the
service becomes popular.

“We just want to make sure
the people know the service is
available,” Schuler said. “Every
little bit helps.”
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' WHY HAVE THE M.S. POOP?

» Prevents untreated sewage discharge into the St. Lucie River & Indian River Lagoon.

» Reduces nutrients that fuel harmful algal blooms.

» Minimizes bacteria and pathogens in recreational waters.

» Supports safe boating, fishing, and waterfront activities.

» Collected sewage Is sent to the Wastewater Treatment Plant for responsible
treatment and disposal.
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’ GALLONS & PUMP OUTS 2001-PRESENT

» 60,000 pump-outs between October 2001-December 23, 2025
» Removed 2.5 million gallons of untreated sewage
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Martin County Utilities and
Solid Waste Department

' M.S. POOP SERVICE AREA

Martin County
Pump out Boat Service Area

» Indian River Lagoon
» St. Lucie Estuary

» St. Lucie River

» Willoughby Creek

» Crooked Creek

» Manatee Pocket
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QUESTIONS:
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