BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MARTIN COUNTY, FLORIDA

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 83, FISH AND WILDLIFE,
GENERAL ORDINANCES, MARTIN COUNTY CODE; PROVIDING FOR
CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; SEVERABILITY; APPLICABILITY;
FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE; AN EFFECTIVE DATE
AND CODIFICATION.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Martin County, Florida (Board)
is authorized by Chapter 125, Florida Statutes, to adopt ordinances and resolutions
necessary for the exercise of its powers and to promote the public health, safety and
general welfare of its citizenry;

WHEREAS, Chapter 83, General Ordinances, Martin County Code, includes
various regulations regarding the taking and possession of fish and wildlife;

WHEREAS, Article 1V, Section 9 of the Florida Constitution grants the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) with the express authority to regulate wild
animal life, freshwater aquatic life and marine life;

WEREAS, FWC has instituted regulations in Title 68 of the Florida Administrative
Code regarding the exercise of its regulatory and executive powers with respect to wild
animal life, freshwater aquatic life, and marine life;

WHEREAS, bald eagles are protected under federal law pursuant to the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and under state law
pursuant to FWC’s Bald Eagle Management Plan and Rule 68A-16.002 of the Florida
Administrative Code;

WHEREAS, marine turtles are protected under the United States Endangered
Species Act of 1973 and Florida's Marine Turtle Protection Act set forth in section
379.2431, Florida Statutes;

WHEREAS, section 379.2412, Florida Statutes, provides that the power to
regulate the taking or possession of saltwater fish is expressly reserved to the state;

WHEREAS, section 379.2412, Florida Statutes, specifically provides that local
governments may prohibit, for reasons of protecting the public health, safety or welfare,
saltwater fishing from real property owned by that local government;

WHEREAS, staff is proposing certain amendments to Chapter 83, General
Ordinances, Martin County Code, to ensure consistency with the Florida Constitution,
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Chapter 379, Florida Statutes, and Chapter 68, Florida Administrative Code, related to
the taking and possession of certain saltwater fish and wildlife;

WHEREAS, Article 3 of Chapter 83, General Ordinances, Martin County Code,
includes provisions related to the Lake Okeechobee Fish and Wildlife Advisory Council
(the “Advisory Council”’), which was replaced in 2000 by the County Coalition for
Responsible Management of Lake Okeechobee, the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee
Estuaries, and the Lake Worth Lagoon (the “County Coalition”);

WHERAS, the County Coalition was legally established pursuant to its own
governing documents and does not require codification in the Martin County Code;

WHEREAS, staff is proposing deletion of Article 3, Chapter 83, General
Ordinances, Martin County Code, to remove all references to the Advisory Council, and
this Resolution shall serve as acknowledgment of Martin County’s continued participation
in the County Coalition in accordance with the terms of its Bylaws;

WHEREAS, the Board has determined that it is in the public interest to implement
this Ordinance.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MARTIN COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT:

PART ONE: AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 83, FISH AND WILDLIFE, GENERAL
ORDINANCES, MARTIN COUNTY CODE

Chapter 83 is hereby amended as follows:

Chapter 83 HSH-ANB-WALBLIFE FISHING ON BRIDGES
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Sec. 83.31. Saltwater Ffishing on hard-surfaced-bridges owned by Martin County;
penalty.

83.31.A. It is unlawful for any person to saltwater fish on the-varieus-bridges-oen
hard-surfaced-roads-througheout any bridge owned by Martin County with more than

one fishing pole.

83.31.B. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction
thereof, be punished as provided by law for the commission of a misdemeanor.
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PART TWO: CONFLICTING PROVISIONS.
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Special acts of the Florida Legislature applicable only to unincorporated areas of
Martin County, County ordinances and County resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict
with this ordinance are hereby superseded by this ordinance to the extent of such conflict
except for ordinances concerning the adoption or amendment of the Martin County
Comprehensive Growth Management Plan.

PART THREE: SEVERABILITY

If any portion of this ordinance is for any reason held or declared to be
unconstitutional, inoperative or void, by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding
shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance. If this ordinance or any provision
thereof shall be held to be inapplicable to any person, property or circumstances by a
court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not affect its applicability to any other
person, property or circumstances.

PART FOUR: APPLICABILITY OF ORDINANCE

This ordinance shall be applicable throughout the unincorporated area of Martin
County and to the incorporated areas of Martin County to the extent permitted by Article
VIII, Section 1(f) of the Constitution of the State of Florida.

PART FIVE: FILING WITH DEPARTMENT OF STATE

The Clerk be and hereby is directed forthwith to scan this ordinance in accordance
with Rule 1B-26.003, Florida Administrative Code, and file same with the Florida
Department of State via electronic transmission.

PART SIX: EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Department of
State.

PART SEVEN: CODIFICATION.

Provisions of this ordinance shall be incorporated in the County Code, except parts
Two to Seven shall not be codified. The word “ordinance” may be changed to “section,”
“article” or other word, and the sections of this ordinance may be renumbered or re-
lettered.

Added language is underlined; deleted language is struckthrough

Page 11



DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this 21st day of October 2025.

ATTEST: BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
MARTIN COUNTY, FLORIDA

CAROLYN TIMMANN, CLERK OF THE SARAH HEARD, CHAIR
CIRCUIT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

APPROVED AS TO FORM & LEGAL
SUFFICIENCY:

ELYSSE A. ELDER, ACTING COUNTY
ATTORNEY

This document may be reproduced upon request in an alternative format by contacting the County ADA
Coordinator (772) 320-3131, the County Administration Office (772) 288-5400, Florida Relay 711, or by
completing our accessibility feedback form at www.martin.fl.us/accessibility-feedback
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