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Martin County, Florida 
Growth Management Department 
DEVELOPME T REVIEW DIVISIO  
2401 SE Monterey Road, Stuart, FL 34996 772-288-5495 www.martin.fl.us

DEVELOPME T REVIEW APPLICATIO  
This document may be reproduced upon request in an alternative format by contacting the County ADA Coordinator (772) 
320-3131, the County Administration Office (772) 288-5400, Florida Relay 711, or by completing our accessibility feedback
form at www.martin.fl.us/accessibility-feedback

A. GE ERAL I FORMATIO
Type of Application:

ame or Title of Proposed Project: ______________________________________________________ 

Brief Project Description: 

Was a Pre-Application Held? YES/ O Pre-Application Meeting Date: _______________ 

Is there Previous Project Information?  YES/ O 

Previous Project umber if applicable: ___________________________________ 

Previous Project ame if applicable: _________________________________________________ 

Parcel Control umber(s) 
________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

B. PROPERTY OW ER I FORMATIO

Owner ( ame or Company): ______________________________________________________

Company Representative: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: __________ 

Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _____________________________ 

DonaldCotton

28-38-40-000-041-00000-1

Donald Cotton

7003 SW WISTERIA TERRPALM

Palm City FL 34990

 7727663194 Donaldecotton@gmail.com

This varience request is regarding the construction of a pole barn that is currently in violation of the
side setbacks at the property located in this application address. This request is for permission of the
sturcture to maintain in its current placement rather than require its demolition as current codes
require.

Variance

✔

✔
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C. PROJECT PROFESSIO ALS

Applicant ( ame or Company): ______________________________________________________ 
Company Representative: _____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: ____________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _____________________________ 

Agent ( ame or Company): __________________________________________________________ 
Company Representative: _____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: ____________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _____________________________ 

Contract Purchaser ( ame or Company): ______________________________________________ 
Company Representative: ________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: ____________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _____________________________ 

Land Planner ( ame or Company): ____________________________________________________ 
Company Representative: ______________________________________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: ____________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _____________________________ 

Landscape Architect ( ame or Company): _____________________________________________ 
Company Representative: ______________________________________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: _____________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: ______________________________ 

Surveyor ( ame or Company): _________________________________________________________ 
Company Representative: _______________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: _____________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _______________________________ 

Civil Engineer ( ame or Company): _____________________________________________________ 
Company Representative: ________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: ______________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: ________________________________ 

Kristen Coughanour
Elemental Consulting, LLC

901 SE johnson avenue
Stuart FL 33449

561-427-9400 Support@econsult.email

Christian Fenex And Associates, LLC

PO Box 2533
Palm City FL 34991

772-283-2977 surveysbyfenex@gmail.com
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PROJECT PROFESSIO ALS CO TI UED 

Traffic Engineer ( ame or Company): __________________________________________________ 
Company Representative: _______________________________________________________________ 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: ______________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _______________________________ 

Architect ( ame or Company): __________________________________________________________ 
Company Representative: ________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: ______________ 
Phone: __________________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 

Attorney ( ame or Company): __________________________________________________________ 
Company Representative: ________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: _______________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

Environmental Planner ( ame or Company): _____________________________________________ 
Company Representative: _________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: _______________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

Other Professional ( ame or Company): __________________________________________________ 
Company Representative: __________________________________________________________________ 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________________________, State:___________ Zip: ________________ 
Phone: _____________________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

D. Completeness Sufficiency Review

Applications submitted for completeness/sufficiency review meetings held on Mondays, must be 
received by the Growth Management Department no later than 4 p.m. the previous Thursday or 
in the event of a holiday, 4 p.m. Wednesday.  Applications received on Fridays will be scheduled 
for the following week. 

Drew Gatewood

drew.gatewood@gmail.com









Elemental Consulting
901 SE Johnson Ave.
Stuart, FL

Martin County Growth Management
2401 SE Monterey Rd. Stuart, FL 34996

Variance Review RE: 7003 SWWisteria Ter. Palm City, FL 34990

This variance request is regarding the construction of a pole
barn that is currently in violation of the side setbacks at the property
located in this application address. This request is for permission of
the structure to maintain in its current placement rather than require
its demolition as current codes require.

Multiple factors were at play which contributed to the
unfortunate situation at hand. The owner Mr. Don Cotton, was, at the
time of construction, in communication regularly with a Mr. Massey
from the Martin county building department. During these
conversations as well as corroboration from his neighbors, Mr. Cotton
was informed that since his property was agriculturally zoned, that he
did not require a building permit for the installation of a non-ac pole
barn.Ǆ

Due to a large stormwater drainage pond taking up a large
portion of the lot that isn't forested with native Florida vegetation,
When considering the location of the pole barn, Mr. Cotton, not
wanting to disturb any native flora and fauna more than necessary
with the construction, chose a spot just off the existing access
driveway. This location allowed for the proper access of the structure,
and lessened the effect on the surrounding nature by potentially
clearing more land to add additional access. Other locations could
have had a more significant impact on the older trees that Mr. Cotton
was hopeful to maintain.

In summary, though the structure is currently within the side
yard building setback, this was not done in awareness of the



requirement of the setback, or a need for a permit for the structure, or
it’s placement. Mr. Cotton has hired multiple professional services in
good faith, once the issues were discovered, to try and show as much
cooperation, and to work with the county on his case. This
demonstrates a willingness to do whatever the county requests to
conform to their requirements, now that he is aware he is in violation
of them. We request the approval for the unpermitted pole barn to
remain in it’s current location, and for, aǁer-the-fact, or as-built, plans
be submitted for the structure, showing it’s compliance to current
Florida building code and all other local municipal codes.Ǆ

ǄIf the decision is that the current location is not permitted aǁer
this review, if the board would please recommend an action that is an
alternative to demolition. For the record, Mr. Cotton would also like it
known that he will be glad to comply with what he now knows are the
building requirements for his property, for any additional projects
going forward.

We thank you for your time and consideration in this matter,
and all others that you as government officials provide to your citizens
each day.ǄǄ

If you have any further questions please feel free to call us.
Thank you.


















