
REQUIREMENTS FOR  

VACATION AND ABANDONMENT OF ROAD RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

MARTIN COUNTY, FLORIDA 

1. LEGAL REFERENCES:

Right-of-way abandonments in Martin County, Florida are governed by the following

laws and ordinances:

A. Sections 336.09 through 336.12, FLORIDA STATUTES, a copy of which is attached

hereto as Exhibit “A”.

B. Section 155.3, MARTIN COUNTY CODE, VOLUME 1. CODE OF

ORDINANCES,  a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit “B”.

C. Section 139.2, MARTIN COUNTY CODE, VOLUME 1. CODE OF

ORDINANCES, (Regarding Privilege Fee for Abandonments) a copy of which is

attached hereto as Exhibit “C”.

Note: If the public interest is abandoned by the Board of County Commissioners, 

this does NOT abandon any private interests other property owners may have. 

2. PRE-APPLICATION MEETING:

Prior to submitting applications for right-of-way abandonments, prospective applicants or

their agents are required to present their proposals during a pre-application conference

with Staff for review and comment. When necessary, Staff will inspect site for existing

features such as swales and utility installations and assess the site’s potential for future

county needs including drainage and storm water retention.

3. REQUIRED ITEMS:

APPLICATION PACKAGE MUST INCLUDE THE ORIGINAL OF EACH OF THE

FOLLOWING ITEMS:

A. PETITION FORM (see attached sample). Use this form only.

B. CERTIFICATION FORM (see attached sample) stating that no property owner will

be denied access to their property as a result of the proposed abandonment,

accompanied by the legal documentation, for review by Staff, substantiating this

claim.

C. LETTERS OF NO OBJECTION from all property owners who may be affected by

the proposed abandonment (see attached sample).
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D. LETTERS OF NO OBJECTION from all utility companies which may be affected by 

the proposed abandonment (see attached sample). Responses from the utilities should 

be sent directly to petitioner so that any problems with the utilities can resolved 

before the package is submitted to the County. 

 

E. CERTIFIED LEGAL DESCRIPTION AND SKETCHES of all parcels to be 

abandoned or dedicated, including acreage amounts, by a Registered Florida Land 

Surveyor. 

 

F. COPIES of all right-of-way deeds and plat maps affected by proposed abandonment. 

 

G. APPRAISAL: In accordance with Section 139.2.B, General Ordinances, Martin 

County Code, an appraisal shall be prepared in accordance with staff requirements to 

determine the value of the County’s interest being abandoned. The appraisal must be 

presented in a Self-Contained format that meets the current requirements of the 

Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP). The appraisal and 

the report may only be subject to Ordinary Limiting Conditions, Extraordinary 

Assumptions and Certification included within the report. Martin County may obtain 

a separate appraisal or letter of review. Appraisal to be less than three months old. 

 

H. COPIES OF THE PETITIONER’S TITLE DEEDS which reflect the current 

ownership of the premises lying adjacent to the proposed abandonment. 

 

I. CHECK FOR APPLICATION FEE: $3,200.00 payable to the Martin County Board 

of County Commissioners to be submitted with application. 

 

J. CHECK FOR PRIVILEGE FEE: Privilege fee equals 100% of the appraised value of 

the right-of-way being abandoned. Payment is not required until the adoption of the 

Resolution for Abandonment, but prior to its recordation in the public records. Land 

may be offered to the County in partial or total satisfaction of the privilege fee subject 

to the approval of the Board of County Commissioners. Applicant will be required to 

provide a survey, a sketch and legal description, an appraisal and a title insurance 

policy for any land being conveyed to the County. Applicant may also be required to 

submit an environmental audit. Consult Staff prior to submittal of application. 

 

K. REQUESTS made by Staff for additional submittals or revisions that have not been 

acted upon by the petitioner for a period of twelve (12) months will effect the 

expiration of their application and forfeiture of the application fee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. PROCEDURE:

A. Submit to the Martin County Public Works Department: Petition with all necessary 

signatures, certification form, letters of no objection, maps, surveys, plat maps, 

appraisal, deed copies and application fee. Applications found to be incomplete will 

not be acted upon.  

B. The petition and all related documentation will be sent to Staff for review and 

comments. Staff review to include research on variances, easements and existing 

abandonments in the vicinity. The Petitioner will be advised of any objections or 

discrepancies. 

C. After all materials submitted by the Petitioner are reviewed by Staff, including any 

additional information required during the review process, and all Staff comments are 

complete, the Public Works Department will publish, in accordance with Florida 

State Statute Section 336.10, one time, a Notice of Public Hearing in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the County at least two weeks prior to the public hearing. 

D. The newspaper in which the Notice is published will furnish an Affidavit showing 

proof of publication of Notice of Public Hearing. This Affidavit will then be recorded 

in the public records of Martin County. 

E. The Public Works Department will give written notification to the Petitioner or 

representative of the public hearing. A copy of the final Board of County 

Commissioners agenda item will be sent to the Petitioner. 

F. Upon the adoption of the Resolution for Abandonment by the Board, a check made 

payable to the Martin County Board of County Commissioners for the privilege fee 

and/or warranty deeds for exchange parcels, must be submitted. All conditions of the 

Resolution for Abandonment must be satisfied prior the recordation of the resolution.  

G. The Public Works Department will publish a Notice of Adoption of the Resolution for 

Abandonment, one time within thirty days of adoption by the Board, in a newspaper 

of general circulation in the County. 

H. The newspaper will furnish to the Public Works Department an Affidavit showing 

proof of publication of the Notice of Adoption of the Resolution for Abandonment. 

This Affidavit will then be recorded in the public records of Martin County. 

I. The Public Works Department will send the Petitioner or representative a certified 

copy of the recorded Resolution for Abandonment and the Affidavit from the 

newspaper showing proof of the publication of the Notice of Adoption of the 

Resolution for Abandonment. 

















UPON ACCEPTANCE OF A COMPLETE APPLICATION BY THE COUNTY, 

COMPLETION OF THE ABANDONMENT WILL REQUIRE TWO (2) MONTHS OR 

MORE. 

UTILITY COMPANY CONTACTS 

Florida Power & Light Company 

4406 SW Cargo Way 

Palm City, FL 34990 

Mark Cunningham, Customer Project Manager 

Phone 772 223-4209 

Rob Morris, Project Manager 

Phone 772 223-4215 

AT&T Florida 

3300 Okeechobee Road 

Fort Pierce, FL 34947 

James P. Virga, Mgr Operations, Planning & Design 

Phone 772 460-4452 

Comcast 

1495 NW Britt Road 

Stuart, FL 34994 

Attn: Tim Korndoerfer 

Phone 772 692-9010, Ext 49, Stephanie 

Fax 772 692-0759 

Martin County Utilities & Solid Waste Department 

P.O. Box 9000 

Stuart, FL 34995-9000 

Technical Services Administrator 

Phone 772 223-7943 

South Martin Regional Utility (SMRU) 

P.O. Box 395 

Hobe Sound, FL 33475-0395 



Phone 772 546-6259 Shannon Dunne 

Fax 772 546-3077 

 

 

Indiantown Company, Inc. 

P.O. Box 397 

Indiantown, FL 34956 

 

Phone 772 597-2121 

 772 597-2201, James Hewitt, Superintendent 

Fax 772 597-5067 

 

 

Indiantown Gas Company, Inc. 

P.O. Box 8 

Indiantown, FL 34956 

 

Phone 772 597-2268 

 772 597-2168, Brian J. Powers, President 

Fax 772 597-2068 

 

 

ITS Telecommunications Systems, Inc. 

P.O. Box 277 

Indiantown, FL 34956 

 

Phone 772 597-2111 

 772 597-2104, Jeffrey S. Leslie, Vice President/CEO 

 




