Carolyn Schmidt

From: George Stokus

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 1:54 PM
To: Carolyn Schmidt

Subject: FW: Questions about Stuart pet shops

Attachments: GOESSEL.ARREST.AFFID.pdf; GOESSEL.PLEA.PKT.pdf; GOESSEL.SENTENCE.pdf

Respectfully,

George M. Stokus
Assistant County Administrator

(772) 221-2352
2401 SE Monterey Road
Stuart, FL 34996

From: Virginia Sherlock <vsherlock@Ishlaw.net>

Sent: Friday, October 21, 2022 12:40 PM

To: George Stokus <gstokus@martin.fl.us>

Cc: Don Donaldson <ddonalds@martin.fl.us>; Sarah Heard <sheard@martin.fl.us>; Virginia Sherlock
wsherlock@Ishlaw.net>

Subject: Questions about Stuart pet shops

- Caution: This email originated from an external source.
Be Suspicious of Attachments, Links, and Requests for Login Information:

George,

| am sending you the attached materials as staff liaison for the Martin County Animal Care and
Control Oversight Board.

I was unable to attend the ACCOB workshop on the ordinance banning retail sales of dogs,
cats and rabbits Wednesday, but I understand that it was somewhat raucous with owners
of the two pet shops in the County that sell animals reportedly behaving quite
aggressively. Apparently, there was no mention of the fact that Ryan Goessel, owner of
Wags About You, is currently on probation after pleading no contest to criminal charges
including selling an animal without proper health requirements.

The Order of Probation was entered last month and includes as conditions: "You may not
ell any animals out of your home. You must discontinue corporate sale of animals by the
end of 2022." The Probation Order says Mr. Goessel can retain ownership of Wags About
You, even if it is allowed to sell animals after the end of 2022. It is not clear how Mr.
1



Goessel can retain ownership of the shop if it continues to sell animals after the end of
2022 without violating his probation. Although the shop is operated as a sole
proprietorship under a fictitious name registration, the owner is an LLC established by Mr
Goessel, which would appear to constitute "corporate sale of animals" via the pet shop.

Mr. Goessel also was charged with criminal use of personal LD. information. According to
the arrest report, he altered a veterinarian's report of examination/treatment of an animal
that the veterinarian said he never examined. The name of the veterinarian is redacted so
it is not clear whether it is the veterinarian who treats animals sold at Wags About You.

I've attached the arrest report, the plea packet and the probation order.

I also see from Florida Division of Corporation records that Mr. Goessel was a member of
other LLCs which included the owners of the second Martin County pet shop that sells
animals (The Noble Paw), so the two Martin County pet shop owners apparently have
been in business together in the past. There are a number of records of "animal
infractions” in Palm Beach County public records related to Jill Scott or entities owned and
operated by her in Palm Beach County.

I assume that none of this information was provided by the pet shop owners at the
workshop. I will appreciate your letting ACCOB members know about these materials in
advance of their discussion of the ordinance at the November meeting.

Thank you.

Ginny Sherlock

LITTMAN, SHERLOCK & HEIMS, P.A.
P.0. Box 1197

Stuart, FL 34995

Phone: (772) 287-0200

Fax: (772) 872-5152

www.LSHLaw.net
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i V9415, ARREST REPORT

gzlisglggt; zl 'gglz" Al gge;% gasalortense Number IOCAIAQencv D losrs (YT A J Jail Booling Number Jom Nember_ }

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE

ounty rmddrasa

MARTIN 746 SW FEDERAL HWY , ETUART, FL 34994

Renge of Occurrence Dale/Time Latitude Longitude

0110512022 09:30 Al to 01/05/2022 10;00 AN ]N 27 § 39.81 W 80 9 14.57

PERSON SUSPECT

Last Name Suffix [Date of Birth Rai > H
YAN IGOESSEI_. ] ]o:uosmso g“’le vﬁe .?rflx ;:Jg;n i BHI% e
Bron 4 A
[ | imm— 0240726800880~ FL __E
Address ] City ounty iate | Jip Code Fhong .
3156 SE MIMOSA STREET STUART RMARTIN COUNTY FL | 34097 [
CHARGES
’ Colmis rge Number Cherge
1 817.568.2a FRAUD-IMPERSON .
Lharge arge Love Onoral nse L.o0e - 1 N TS T
THIIgD DEGREE FELONY PRINCIPAL ; ‘ [ Hete Crime | [C] Domestic Violence | %
USE POSS ID OF ANOTHER PERSON WO CONSENT P! ) s
Counis | Charge Numbi :
b "™ sz es P — -
I eneral Lilense Lode . .
FIRST DEGREE | misPEMEANOR |FRINCIPAL | L3 Hete Crime | [ omesic Vioknco ['?@@_?”u_o__
NO HEALTH CERTIF FOR EACH TRANSPORTED CAT DOG
| [ - -
Counis |Charge Numbar Charge [ -
b 5™ [Saite FRAUD .. l
Chame Degres | ﬁ“‘"‘g Lavel p:‘m' nee Code I [] Hete Crime l.lm Domaslic \ﬁolencem
INSTRUMENT -
PROBABLE CAUSE
|On 972972021, | recelved this case referral from the Division of Animal Industry with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. | was advised
bout & posstble fraudulent Official Certificate of Veterinary inspection (OCVI) issued to purchaser, Trina Whitt. On 10/28/2021, a sworn statement was obtained
.om purchaser Trina Whitt. Trina \Whitt advised she purchased & cat from Ryan Erik Goessel on 9/24/2021. Trina Whitt paid ce sh ($1400) for the cat and signed
he peperwork Goessel brought for the sale.

On 11/8/2021, | oblained a sworn written interview fror NN the veterinarian listed udulent OCV1 issued. 1 was advised by the cat fisted
the OCVI was never seen by himin person and he never issued the health certificate. never gave Ryan Erik Goessel permisslon to use his signature,
ich is altered, and never gave permission to use his Florida vet number.

n 11/8/2021, | obtained a second sworn written interview from the Hosplital manage AR TTERI R INE , advised me the TN
d not have any records of ever seeing the cat listed on- +the fraudulent OCVI that was Issued.

n 1/5/2022, | made a traffic stop on a gray Jeep SUV in the parking lot of Publix loceted at 746 SW Federal Hwy, Stuart, FL 34894, During the stop | made
ontact with the driver identified by his Florida Driver License as Ryan Erik Goessel. Ryan Erik Goessel was placed under arrest for F.S.8. 817.568.2A fraudulent
of personal information, F.S.S 831.02 uttering a forged documnent, end F.S.8 828.28.3 No OCV!] issued with the selling of enimals. Ryan Erik Goessel was

ransported to Mariin County Jail without incident.

LEO BOND
Bond Amourt §

None Oror Ccash Dany [IPreTrial If Qualify
Bero

COURT APPEARANCE INFORMATION

Courl

(COUNTY) MARTIN COUNTY COURT ]
Court Addrese

100 EAST OCEAN BOULEVARD, SUITE 200, STUART, FLORIDA 34504
Instructions e

TO BE SET BY COURT _: ! ‘ NV
ARREST INFORMATION '
Asrest Date / Time Residency Injured ©dent of Injury o
01/05/2022 00:30 AVI Within jurisdiction None N/A
Prior Arrests st Jurisdiction Alcohol Druge  °=°- Fhg -
Unknown thin jurisdiction Unknown ... Unknown T dy g
ARREST LOCATION T o~ [ R
Counly Address
MARTIN 746 SW FEDERAL HINY , STUART, FL 34084 l
ARREST DELIVERED TO 0 tad
! Jail / Booking Facility Locetion 74 Phone
TARTIN COUNTY JAIL 800 SE MONTEREY ROAD, STUART, FLORIDA 34994 ek (7T72) 220-7200
: S o
_«RRESTING OFFICER . ’

Court Phona
(T72) 288-5576

Officer Call Number  Officer Name V,fq S
02106 J.T. KUBSLER 3 L

A}
~ ARREST REPORT " OALEBBARROE}7
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! | . _ . 5
- 1
Report Cate / Time. > . IA;;ency CasefOlfense Number {OCAIAgsncy [ OBTS Number Tuioreion eies | v2il Booking Number Other Numbar
01/05/2022 09:55 AM __|21-2233 £ Y F ¢
1 ——
! .

Subscribed and sworn to (t:jyed? before me this_Z___ day of m A.D.?_[ﬁ'_;zhy who is__personally known to me or

has produGed as (dentification,

e // /1/f & ‘? _NmryPub;lc __LEO % ‘Commission No: _ML Mycu;\mlsslonExmres: w

-
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NOTE: READ THIS FORM CAREFULLY. IT IS THE SAME AS A CONTRACT.
{FYOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS YQU MUST ASK YOUR ATTORNEY OR THE JUDGE,

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINETEENTH JUDIGIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR MARTIN COUNTY, STATE OF FLORIDA - -

STATE OF FLORIDA . CASENUMBER(S) YBR0ACFO00N 98R

R guesel U
DERENDANT e
: = -
—1 . o EL .
FELONY PLEA FORM S o
_ ) ® o5
{ am entering & plea as follows: { ) Gulity (V){\lo Contest ( ) Admission fo V.O.P. cen =5
s : n.—w
1. My trueflegal name Is: Al |3 =2 o
b——d M (‘?
2, lam & years old and | have compleled the &W OM ilyaar in school @ 5‘“1
£ =3
r-)

(V( [ ¢an read, write and understand the Engllsh language.
{ )} cannot read Howaver, this document has been completely read and explalned to me by my

aftormney (w/ interpreter If needed)

3. 1 am rapresented by an attorney whose name Is
4, - 1 am not currently using nor am | under the Influence of deugs or alcohol. -
6 .Ium:larsa g hal] A a adwl' '(leu the mhandl

.r:mamm.m:mﬂrm.mx.
7 E

({0 D rn A [y { CE

8. { am enlering {ny pl?o of gullty. or no contest to the charge(s) of, or my admlsslon tothe vlulatlon of

7. , 1 understand that the mendatory minimu \ penalty for the charges (Incl. any speclal status) | am pleading
to -4 b N .
and themgmrm_aqs_s&lgpenauy Is: ' : :

8. 1 understand that the recommendalipn for spfntergdng to the judge by both my .attomey and the State
Atiazney is as tz.llows: 0 ! [d _ 3 :

" : - e

[ : . £ r
ieF i : T v, of proscadhoy,
i whif M‘P‘M
)#s Dth'e dgle of thls \12 Iahave i days credit for time served In Jall. | may be entitled to

9.
additlonal credit, howaver | AM WAIV!NG ALL OTHER ORHJIT FOR TIME SERVED.

5\



10.  If thls Is & negotiated plea, the Court will aliow me to withdraw my plea If the Court rejects the plea
agresment. If this Is an gpen plea to the Court, regardless of the recommendations of my lawyer and the State
Attorney, the Gourt may sentsnce me to any lagal sentenacs. ’

11. {egrestopayina méhnel; ﬁ:‘ forth In the sentence, restitution In the following amount: $_lﬁm_
for the benefit of A WAL

12. | have néver baen found to be Insans or Incompetent, or admitted to or committed to a mental health
faclity, and have never been a patient in any hospital for a mental lliness, disease or defect. OR ( )lwas
previously found to be Insane or Incompetent, o admitted to or committed to a mental health facility or | have
been treated for mental health issues. EXPLAIN:

18, 1 specifically: ) . .
{ )sdmit that t am gullty of the.charge or charges | am pleading Gullty/No Contest/admitting fo.
{vYbelisve the plea i3 In my best interest even though { am Innocent of the chargs, charges, or violations, or

. may have defenses to them.

14, { understand that § have the right to be represented by a lawyer at every stage of the legal proceedings,
and that if | cannot afford a lawyer, one would be appainted for me. -

(5. | understand that by pleading Gullty, or No Contest, or by eniering an Admission, | em giving up the.

“following constilutional rights: -

&) | am glving up my right to a trial including to have my case dacidad by a jury or & Judge, (if this Is a violation of
probation or-communrity control - 1 am giving up my right to & hearing before the Judge). There wil be no further
determination of gullt or Innocence, . ) '

b) | am glving up my right to ask questions of the State's witnesses and io osll defense witnesses, )

d) | am giving up my right to testify if | choose, and my right to remain silent and not o testify or Incriminate myaelf.
1 realize if-| did not testify, that fact could not be used against me. ’

) | am giving up my right to make the State prove me gulity by presenting evidence bayond a raasonabie doubt..
- (In violation of probation of cammunlty control cases, the standard of proof Is the greater weight of the evidencs.)

| realiza that at a trial, | would not need o prove my innocence, or tesfify, or cell any witnesses.

f) 1 am giving up my right o appeal all matters connacted with the judgment and sentence, Including the Issue of
guillt or inricoance. | understand that | am not walving my right to appesl a vold or voldable judgment and my right
to raview by appropriate collateral attack,

g) | am not walving my right to appesl any sentence in violation of the Criminal Punishment Code, unless
spaciically contalned within the plea agreement,

h) | agree that there is a factuat basie for the charges agalnst me. :
| UNDERSTAND THAT NO ONE CAN ASSURE ME OF HOW MUCH. GAIN TIME OR ANY OTHER FORM OF

(attach a separate form If .
more sp:?s neaded) and statutory costs / fees, which wlll be announced &t sentencing. ¥ alfﬂd%? . Pﬂ'd«
/)

EARLY RELEASE CREDIT | WILL RECEIVE. | AGREE THAT | ASSUME ) WILL SERVE EVERY DAY OF ANY -

JAIL OR PRISON SENTENCE IMPOSED. .
{6." Noone has tricked me; coercad me, preasured me, or has made any threats agalnétme to get me to glve

up these rights and enter this plea. The only promises or representations made fo me are those listed In this

document, end any other promises ar representations ara not binding on the Court or the Prosecution. | also
undsratand and agres that another judge may impose the sentenca in {his case.

47.  lunderstand thetif} am canvioted of @ drug charge; 8 D.UL offense; fieeing or eluding & law enforoement
officer, theft of a motor vehicle; or theft of any parts or components of a motor vehicle, my driver's iicense will bs
revoked by the Caurt. If | have eny. questions about this or about the length of the revocation, | will ask the judge
or my lawyer. . ) )

18. Ifiam entering a plea to a felony charge In this case, [ understand that if | am later canvicted of another

felony charge in the fulure, the felony charge in this case ‘could be used to increass my sentence, Including a
possible mandatary or enhanced sentence, in the futurs criminal case.



19.  The Criminal Punishment Code and the score sheet have been fully explained to me by my lawyer, {
understand that under the Criminal Punlshment Cods, the stalillory maximum penalty may not epply. The
maximum possible penally would depend on how my prior record and present offenses are scored, and may be

higher than the statutory maximum.

20,  Ifegree that If | am released from jail untlf sentencing and | fall to appear In Court when | am requirad or
If | commit a new criminal offense during my release, then | may be sentenced, in my absence, to any lawful
sentence end will NOT be eble to withdraw my plea. Further, | could be prosscuted for the new crime for fallure

to appear, and be subject to contempt of court.

21. | understand that If | am placed on probatflon, ar community control, | must obey general and special
condiions of probation or community conirol. If | violate probation or community eontrol, even In a technical way,
| can be rearrested and charged. | will be tried by the Judge and that the standard of proof Is much lower than
proof beyond a reasonable doubt If convicted | could recslve the maximum sentence for the crime,

22,  The Jimmy Ryce Act: 1 understand if 1 em pleading to {or previously been convicted of) any “sexually
violent offense” or a “sexually motlvated offense” the Jimmy Ryce Act wili apply to me, and I can be held in
confinement indefinilely after my all or prison sentence ends. | also understand that sven If the offense ! am
entering a plea 1o is not a “sexually viclent offense” or a.“sexually motivated offense,” | oan s¥ll be held In
confinement indefinitely efter my jall or prison sentenos ends If it Is determined later that | have been convicted
praviously of such qualifying offense. Also, that my name, address, photograph, and othsr personaf Information

may be posted on the Internet and in other public places as part of 8 communlly notification of where | am Iiving

and working. -

28.  lunderstand that no statement made in connection with this plea will be admissible in any clvil or criminal
proceeding against me except as & basis for perjury.

24 If ) am not an American citizen, | understand that this plea will be used by the United Siates Govemment

as a bass fo deport me, prevent me from bacoming a U.S. citizen, from allen status, or prevent me beinga

Permanent Resldent {(Green Card), or for prosecution for Federal crimes, whether or not | am adjudicated guilty
or whether the ctime Is a misdemeancr or felony.

25. If | am on probation or community control in another case, this
that probation or community control.

28, | understand a conviclion of a arime may cause me to losa local, State or Fedsral licenses, and can
prevent me from getiing certaln licenses, A conviction of a felony wifl cause ma to lose the right to vote, and my
right to own or possess a firaarm, ammunition, or a deadly weapon, .

27. | have discussed this 0ase and everything in this document with my attorney, and I-em satisfled with the
representation of my attorney. | have told my attomey ell of the facts and circumstances known to me about the
charges. My atiomey hes explained all of the contents of this plea form tome. | have no questiens and | understand
what | am dalng. | wish o enter my ples and not have a frial or hearing in this case. { offer my plea fresly and
voluntarily with full understanding of all the matters in the information/indisiment/Violation Affidavit and In this

document.

plea can form the basls of a violation of

S0+ T y
] 2 ‘ N
Date; '-L/ , 5598, %W\

(ATTACH ADDITIONAL PAGES IF NECESSARY
IF THERE ARE ADDITIONAL, PAGES INDICATE NUMBER OF PAGES: )
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IN THE NINETEENTH JUDICIAL

STATE OF FLORIDA
CIRCUIT COURT, IN AND FOR
MARTIN COUNTY
-VS-
CASE NUMBER 432022CF000028AXMX
RYAN ERIK GOESSEL
Defendant : DC NUMBER G81629
ORDER OF PROBATION
This cause éoming before the Court to be heard, and yoﬁ, the defendant, being now present before the court, and you
having
[[] entered a plea of guilty to [0  been found guilty by jury verdict of
X] entered a plea of nolo contendere to [T been found guilty by the court trying the case without a jury of
Count ] CRIMINAL USE OF PERSONAL I.D. INFORMATION .
Count 2 OFFERING AN ANIMAL FOR SALE WITHOUT PROPER HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 1: ORDER WITHHOLDING ADJUDICATION

Now, therefore, it is ordered and adjudged that the adjudication of guilt is hereby withheld and that you be placed on
Probation for a period of three (3) years as to Count 1 and one (1) vear as to Count 2. counts concurrent under the

supervision of the Department of Corrections, subject to Florida law.

X

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that you shall comply with the following standard conditions of supervision as provided by Florida

law:
09
@

®
@)
®

©®

You will report to the probation officer as directed..

You will pay the State of Florida the amount of $40.00 per month, as well as 4% surcharge, toward the cost of your supervision in
accordance with s. 948.09, F.S., unless otherwise exempted in compliance with Florida Statutes.

You will remain in a specified place. You will not change your residence or employment or leave the county of your residence
without first procuring the consent of your officer.
You will not possess, carry or own any firearm. You will not possess, carry, or own any weapon without first procuring the consent

of your officer.
You will live without violating any law. A conviction in a court of law is not necessary for such a violation of law to constitute a
violation of your probation, community control, or any other form of court ordered supervision.

You will not associate with any person engaged in any criminal activity.

IV
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Order of Probation

Ryan Erik Goessel

Case #432022CF000028 AXMX
DC #G81629

(7) You will not use intoxicants to excess or possess any drugs or narcotics unless prescribed by a physician, an advanced practice
registered nurse, or a physician assistant. Nor will you knowingly visit places where intoxicants, drugs or other dangerous
substances are unlawfully sold, dispensed or used.

(8) You will work diligently at a lawful occupation, advise your employer of your probation status, and support any dependents to the
best of your ability, as directed by your officer.

(9) You will promptly and truthfully answer all inquiries directed to you by the court or the officer, and allow your officer to visit in
your home, at your employment site or elsewhere, and you will comply with all instructions your officer may give you.

(10) You will pay restitution, court costs, and/or fees in accordance with special conditions imposed or in accordance with the attached
orders.

(11) You will submit to random testing as directed by your officer or the professional staff of the treatment center where you are receiving
treatment to determine the presence or use of alcohol or controlled substances.

(12) You will submit a DNA sample, as directed by your officer, for DNA analysis as prescribed in ss. 943.325 and 948.014, F.§,

(13) You will submit to the taking of a digitized photograph by the department. This photograph may be displayed on the department’s
website while you are on supervision, unless exempt from disclosure due to requirements of' s. 119.07, F.S.

(14) You will report in person within 72 hours of your release from incarceration to the probation office in Martin County, Florida,
unless otherwise instructed by the court or department. (This condition applies only if section 3 on the previous page is checked.)
Otherwise, you must report immediately to the probation office located at 2015 S. Kanner Highway, Stuart. FI. 34994,

SPECIAL CONDITION(S)

1. You may not sell any animals out of your home. You must discontinue corporate sale of animals by the end 02022, You
are able to retain ownership of pet store, “Wags About You” after the end of 2022, even if store is still selling animals.

2. You will make restitution to the following victim(s), as directed by the court, until the obligation is paid in full:
NAME: ORDERED AND PAID TO VICTIM TOTAL AMOUNT PAID: $1.400.00

3. You may automatically early terminate probation after 18 months if all conditions are met/completed.

Page 2 of 3 Revised 07-01-2022
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Order of Probation

Ryan Erik Goessel

Case #432022CF000028AXMX
DC #Gg1629

YOU ARE HEREBY PLACED ON NOTICE that the court may at any time rescind or modify any of the conditions of your probation,
or may extend the period of probation as authorized by law, or may discharge you from further supervision. If you violate any of the
conditions of your probation, you may be arrested and the court may revoke your probation, adjudicate you guilty if adjudication of
guilt was withheld, and impose any sentence that it might have imposed before placing you on probation or require you to serve the

balance of the sentence.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that when you have been instructed as to the conditions of probation, you shall be released from custody
if you are in custody, and if you are at liberty on bond, the sureties thereon shall stand discharged from liability. (This paragraph applies

only if section 1 or section 2 is checked.)

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that you pay:
Court Costs, Fees, and Fines, as imposed at sentencing, in the total amount of: §

Payments processed through the Department of Corrections will be assessed a 4% surcharge pursuant to s. 945.31, F.S.
Pursuant to s. 948.09, F.S., you will be assessed an amount of $2.00 per month for each month of supervision for the Training Trust Fund Surcharge.

0 Court Costs/Fines Waived
0 Court Costs/Fines in the amount of converted to
1 Court Costs/Fines in the amount of reduced to civil judgment.

community service hours

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAYMENT: Pay costs in equal, monthly instaliments.

IT 1S FURTHER ORDERED that the clerk of this court file this order in the clerk’s office and provide certified copies of same to
the officer for use in compliance with the requirements of law.

DONE AND ORDERED, on KSL—:D_IEWM i . 2D 2

NUNC PRO TUNC 08/16/2022

Sherwood Bauer, Jf,“dl}w it Judge

I acknowledge receipt of a copy of this order and that the conditions have been explained to me and 1 agree to abide by them.

Date:
Defendant

Instructed by:

Supervising Officer

Page 3 of 3 Revised 07-01-2022



