
Code Enforcement



What is Code Enforcement?



The objective of the Martin County Code Enforcement Division 
is to educate and gain voluntarily compliance of all county 
code ordinances. Keeping Martin County compliant protects 
and enhances property values and makes the County a more 
attractive place to live.

Code Objective



 FSS 162 sets the procedures for code enforcement 
and how we do our jobs. 

 FSS 162 provides processes from establishing a board 
or Special Magistrate, to filing a lien. 

Code Enforcement is governed by 
Florida State Statue 162



How is a case started?



 Calls from the public and internal
 Online complaints (RFS)
 Per 162.06 no Anonymous Complaints can be accepted
 Inspectors
a. Doing sweeps
b. While doing inspections
c. Citizens 

Cases are opened by:



 Go to http://rfs.martin.fl.us
 Code Enforcement is under the Building Department
 Please describe the violation (who, what, where and 

when). 
 Address or use map and drop pin
 Attach any pictures
 Click “submit” 
 Or call Office at 772-288-5505

Reporting violation online



 Code Officers have up to 5 business days to respond 
to an violation complaint that is filed. 

 Code Enforcement makes every attempt to make 
contact with homeowner

 If no one is home, We leave a door tag with violation 
and our contact info. 

First Inspection





Notice of Violation

 NOV is mailed to Property Owner per FSS 162
 CE establishes Property Owner thru Property 

Appraiser.
 In the NOV, Violator will be given Reasonable time to 

correct the violation.





 Per FSS 162, NTA’s are sent out Registered mail to the 
property owner listed on the Property Appraiser’s 
website.

 If green card does not come back signed, Property 
and Martin County Administration Office will be 
posted.

 This is all done under the Due Process section of FSS 
162.

Notice to Appear 





 Hearings are Quasi- Judicial
 The burden of proof resides with The County
 Court cost are $575.00 and $100.00 per violation per 

day.
 Special Magistrate signs the Order with the 

compliance date.

Hearing



 If a property is still out of compliance after the 
compliance date the County will record an Affidavit of 
Non-compliance.

 The non- compliance will continue until the property 
is placed into compliance.

 Once property is in compliance an Affidavit of 
Compliance with Fines will be recorded showing the 
amount of the total lien placed on the property. 

Lien



 After compliance has been achieved the property 
owners are able to request a reduction to their fines.

 Per County Ordinance residence are able to receive a 
reduction down to 10% of the total fine or 10% of the 
property value whichever is less.  

Lien Reductions



Common Code Violations

OVERGROWN GRASS TRASH AND DEBRIS INOPERABLE 
VEHICLES

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

ISSUES



 Septic Tanks – Health Dept 772-221-4090
 Trees overgrown on roadways or sidewalks – Public 

Works 772-288-5927
 Loud noise after hours - Sheriff’s non-emergency 

number 772-221-7000
 Car Tags- Tax Collectors Office 772-288-5595

Other Issues



Condemnation

Before After



Fire Damage 
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Abatement
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Rehab Property





After Rehab



Final Rehab Property



Questions?


