
 

Affordable
Housing



The Florida Statutes define Affordable Housing as
housing for which monthly rents or mortgage
payments, including taxes, insurance and utilities do
not exceed thirty (30) percent of that amount which
represents the percentage of the median adjusted
gross annual income for the households or persons
indicated in Section 420.0004, Florida Statutes

Definitions

1

2 Martin County defines Affordable Housing at 120
percent AMI, or Area Median Income. 

3
Workforce Housing is defined as affordable to
persons or families whose total household income
does not exceed 140 percent of the area median
income (AMI), adjusted for household size.





Ongoing 
Duties
Evaluate incentives contained in the Martin
County Local Housing Incentive Plan
(LHAP) before adoption by the BCC

Monitor projects using SHIP Funds

Annually review county’s established
policies, procedures, ordinances, land
development regulations and COMP plan,
and recommend specific actions

Affordable Housing
Advisory Committee
(AHAC)
Formed in 2007

11 Members

Meets bi-monthly

Recommend specific actions or initiatives
to encourage or facilitate affordable
housing while protecting the ability of
property to appreciate

 



Existing Programs

$1.5MM

$750K

$174K

Down Payment Assistance
Rehabilitation of Homes
Water / Sewer Hookup
Demolition and Replacement

State Housing Initiative Partnership (SHIP) 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
(pending funding award)

Home Funds

Allowed Uses

 

Home Ownership



 

Policy 6.1D.7 allows for density bonuses in the Medium Density Residential and High-Density
Residential future land use designations. 

Policy 4.10C.2 analysis of underused shopping centers. Martin County shall complete an
analysis of underused shopping centers for the purpose of meeting Objective 4.10C by July
2012

Growth Management Policies  

Local governments are no longer able to require developers to build affordable
housing under current state statutes (FL Statute 125.01055) 



Existing Services

Neighborhood Stabilization Programs I & II (NSP) 
(Monitor)

Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) Covid - $141K 
(Fully Expended)

Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) - $85K 
(Fully Expended)

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) - $100K 
($50K Remains)

Florida Power and Light (FPL) - $120K/year 

Lend a Hand - $10K/year 

 

Rental Services



ARPA-Specific Programs

$100K 
Supplemental rent assistance

Martin Co Human Services

$500K 
Construct transitional housing

Love & Hope in Action (LAHIA)

Improvements for transitional housing
Generator and building improvements to
provide shelter for transitional housing
COS - townhomes  

$650K

Salvation Army



The average two-bedroom rental wage
needed in Martin County is $28.17/hour

The average hourly wage in Martin County is
$31.64/hr. or $65,811/year

The average rental takes 89% of average wage

Right now in Martin County...

Federal and State Programs...

There is a large and growing gap
between income and housing costs.

11 of the 20 largest occupations in the US
pay less than the housing wage. 

 

There is not enough affordable housing in Florida.

Close to 2 MM low-income Florida households
pay more than 30% of their incomes for housing.

 

Housing Challenges 

Right now in our country...

Do not keep pace with market change

Most limit individuals with income at 80% or
below AMI

Most rental assistance programs will not cover
market rents

Right now in our state...



Board Direction
Create an additional task force or committee in lieu of the
Affordable Housing Advisory Committee (AHAC)? 

Focus on rental assistance or homeownership?
•Rental Subsidy – beyond the federal program
•Rental Control – Similar to Palm Beach, St. Lucie counties

Focus on a process to amend the Land Development
Regulations to encourage:
•Gray Lot Redevelopment – allowing residential in
commercial/industrial properties
•Redevelopment within the Urban Service Area

Bring back items that:
•Establish land trusts
•Other options for Public Private Partnerships

 

Options



Questions


