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‘Distance learning’ requires more distance

Gil Smart

Columnist

I come to praise Mar-
tin County Superinten-
dent of Schools Laurie
Gaylord, not to bury her.

ButIwilldingherjust
a little bit.

In a photo posted to
the school district’s
Facebook page
Wednesday, Gaylord is
shown sitting maybe a
foot behind an un-
named young student
from SeaWind Elemen-
tary School. Gaylord
wanted to see the dis-
trict's new “distance
learning” program
through the eyes of a
student.

That’s a really wor-
thy goal.

But as an astute
reader who passed the
image along to me noted
— this ain’t what you
call “social distancing.”
Pretty much the oppo-
site, really.

“I know the family,”
explained Gaylord
when I spoke with her
Wednesday afternoon.
“A lot of questions were
asked before Idid this —
is anyone in the house
sick or been exposed” to
the virus.

“I keep sanitation
wipes in my purse, and
we wiped down the
counter and the key-
board,” she said.

“'m not sick,” she
said, and no more
“home visits” are
planned.

Good thi

Call it
messag..

But the 1
visit was legit

Gaylord said t
weeks, as e
have geared up to kic
off the online learning
— necessitated by
school closures due to
the virus crisis — there
were virtual meetings
and memos and more. It
was an astounding
amount of work just
setting it all up.

But at the end of the
day — or rather, as the
beginning of online
classes —  Gaylord
needed to know: Would
it actually work?

Could the youngest
students, the least
tech-savvy, navigate
the various links and
apps? Was it absolutely
clear to the kids what
they needed to do and
how they needed to do
it?

In fact, said Gaylord,
her experience looking
over the student’s
shoulder told her the
answer was “no.”

As she watched the
mother and child try to
figure out how to submit
a homework assign-
ment, it made Gaylord
realize teachers can’t
tell kids how to do
something once and ex-
pect the kids to remem-
ber it all.

“It was critical for me
to learn that teachers
need to be reiterating
these ground rules ev-
ery day,” Gaylord said.

As a parent of a
fourth and seventh
grader wading through
all this distance learn-
ing, I'm grateful Gaylord
is being this thorough.

But distance learning
requires, uh, some actu-
al physical distance.

The pic was posted
the same day Gov. Ron
DeSantis finally issued
a stay-at-home order
for the next month.
That, on top of the local
orders already issued
(St. Lucie County) and
soon to be issued (Port
St. Lucie, Martin Coun-
ty) made the image of
Gaylord sitting right be-
hind the student seem
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particularly tone-deaf.

Again, I don’t want to
disparage the motives.
But when even some of
the highest-ranking of-
ficials in a community
forget to take stringent
measures, or broadcast
the wrong message, it
shows you how far we
have to go to internalize
this “new normal.”

It’s happening to alot
of us. How many times
have you been out pick-
ing up essentials when
you realize: I just
touched my face.

How many times
have you joined a

queue, like at Publix
during “senior shopping
hours,” and later think:
Maybe I should have
gotten out of there.
Things that once
seemed routine, or even
great idea in normal
times — like the head of
the school district actu-
ally going out to a stu-
dent’s home to try and
better understand that
student’s educational
experience — need to be
put on hold indefinitely.
Gaylord said if she
hadn’t had the opportu-
nity to observe the stu-
dent close-up, she
wouldn’t have fully un-
derstood that student’s
experience with the
new system. I get that.
In the long run, the in-
ability to do things like

this is going to be detri-
mental.

And in the long run,
really, that picture of
Gaylord and the student
probablyisn’t a big deal.

But don’t you see?
There’s always a chance
it could turn out to be a
huge deal indeed.

That is our new nor-
mal.

And I'm here to tell
you: It stinks.

Gil Smart is a TCPalm
columnist and a member
of the Editorial Board.
His columns reflect his
opinion; if you like what
you read please consider
subscribing to TCPalm.
Gil can be reached at
gil.smart@tcpalm.com,
by phone at (772) 223-
4741 or via Twitter at
@TCPalmGilSmart.
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TIME IS RUNNING OUT
TO BUY TICKETS!

"Jﬂ’ Easter House

G FUNDS SR THE YA OF THE TREASURE COAST

2"° PRIZE A TRIP FOR TWO TO THE

WINDY CITY OF CHICAGO

order tickets by phone* or online

1-877-WIN-YMCA (946-9622)

TR-GCI0364891-01

WE ARE OPEN &
HERE FOR YOU

—

Sterling Hearing Care is a local, independent, community-
oriented practice here for all your hearing healthcare needs.

Dr. Lori Girouard is a Clinical Audiologist with 29 years of
experience and is committed to providing extraordinary care
to all of her patients.

Due to Covid-19,
we have limited our face to face appointments.

Our waiting room is closed BUT WE ARE STILL OPEN!
Three ways Sterling Hearing is continuing to serve you:

1. Telehealth
2. Hearing Aid Curbside drop off
3. Curbside Clinic

CALL TODAY IF WE CAN BE OF SERVICE!

Msterling

HEARING CARE

3601 SE Ocean Blvd., Suite 205
Stuart, FL 34996

772.678.6925

www.sterlinghearingcare.com

(Lalle oA

Lori K. Girouard, Au.D
Doctor of Audiology

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARINGS

Notice is hereby given that the Board of County
Commissioners of Martin County will conduct
a public hearing on April 21, 2020 to consider
an ordinance related to the Martin County Land
Development Regulations. The hearing will be
conducted beginning at 9:00 AM., or as soon
thereafter as the following item may be heard.
The title of the proposed ordinance is:

AN ORDINANCE OF MARTIN COUNTY,
FLORIDA, AMENDING ARTICLE 3,
ZONING DISTRICTS, TABLE 3.12.1, LAND
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, MARTIN
COUNTY; PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY,
CONFLICTING PROVISIONS, SEVERABILITY,
FILING WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

All interested persons are invited to attend and
be heard. The meeting will be held in the John
F. Armstrong Wing of the Blake Library, 2351 SE
Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida. Written comments
may be sent to: Nicki van Vonno, Director, Martin
County Growth Management Department, 2401
S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida 34996.
Copies of the items will be available from the
Growth Management Department. For more
information, contact Nicki van Vonno, Director,
Growth Management Department at (772) 288-
5495.

Persons with disabilities who need an
accommodation in order to participate in this
proceeding are entitled, at no cost, to the
provision of certain assistance. This does not
include transportation to and from the meeting.
Please contact the Office of the ADA Coordinator
at (772) 320-3131 or the Office of the County
Administrator at (772) 288-5400, or in writing to
2401 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart, FL, 34996, no
later than three days before the hearing date.
Persons using a TTY device, please call 711
Florida Relay Services.

If any person decides to appeal any decision
made with respect to any matter considered at the
meetings or hearings of any board, committee,
agency, council, or advisory group, that person
will need a record of the proceedings and, for
such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made, which record
should include the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.

www.YMCA Easter House.org

*All phone orders will include $2.00 for shipping and handling
and a minimum of 2 tickets must be ordered.

Construction Law
& Bankruptcy

CRARY'BUCHANAN

JART, FLORIDA

287-2600
[r saunoers

!

TR-GCI0368492-04

s ¢ Solaris 772-287-9909

7~ SENIOR LIVING www.SolarisHealthCare.org
Stuart

N FOR YOUR CAREFREE
R 9 LIFESTYLE, WE OFFER:

« Licensed Nurses Available 24 Hours

+ Fine Dining

+ 8 Unique Apartment Styles

+ A Variety of Assisted Living Services
+ Dynamic Social Events

+ Scheduled Transportation

+ Daily Housekeeping & Linen Service

Elegant Assisted &
Independent Living

Doing What's Right!

860 SE Central Parkway + Stuart, FL 34994 - A 501 (c)(3) Nonprofit - AL#8963

INTERIOR DESIGNERS \7ine
& CONTRACTORS

Our store caters to you

per sq. ft.

FREE
ESTIMATES

HARDWOOD

your clients "welcome!"
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gourgeous colors,






