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Custom Superior Window Treatments,
Blinds and Shades

Family Owned & Operated Since 1989
Verticals Plus

2201 SE Indian St., E-1, Stuart, FL

772-221-0627
www.verticalsplusstuart.com • Monday-Friday 9-4

FREE
ESTIMATES

• Residential & Commercial

• Window Treatments

• Shutters

• Vertical Blinds

• Cellular Shades

• Wood Blinds

• Solar & Roller Shades

• Repair & Replacement

We bring samples to you!

Same owners - Same location
for 31 years!
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

The Martin County Board of County Commissioners will conduct public
hearings on July 28, 2020, beginning at 9:00 A.M., or as soon thereafter as
the items may be heard, to review the following items:

1. Comprehensive Plan Amendment 19-27, Port Salerno FLUM, a proposal to
amend the Future Land Use Map regarding the Port Salerno Community
Redevelopment Area to change the Residential Estate Density, Low Density
Residential, Medium Density Residential, Mobile Home Density, High
Density Residential, Commercial Office/Residential, Limited Commercial,
General Commercial and Recreational future land use designations to
CRA Center, CRA Neighborhood and General Institutional future land
use designations and to repeal the Port Salerno Mixed-Use Future Land
Use Overlay. The Residential Estate Density future land use designation
will be removed from 2 small islands owned by the State of Florida.
The Marine Waterfront Commercial and Industrial future land use
designations will be retained.

2. AN ORDINANCE OF MARTIN COUNTY, FLORIDA, CREATING DIVISION 6,
PORT SALERNO COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT CODE OF ARTICLE 12,
REDEVELOPMENT CODE, LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, MARTIN
COUNTY CODE; REPEALING SECTION 3.262, PORT SALERNO COMMUNITY
REDEVELOPMENT AREA, LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, MARTIN
COUNTY CODE; AMENDING THE ZONING ATLAS TO ASSIGN THE PORT
SALERNOREDEVELOPMENTZONINGDISTRICTANDMAKEOTHERCHANGES
FOR CONSISTENCY WITH THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP; PROVIDING FOR
APPLICABILITY, CONFLICTING PROVISIONS, SEVERABILITY, FILINGWITH
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

All interested persons are invited to attend and be heard. The meeting will
be held in the John F. and Rita M. Armstrong Wing of the Blake Library, 2351
SE Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida 34996. Written comments may be mailed
to: Paul Schilling, Director, Martin County Growth Management Department,
2401 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida 34996. Copies of the items will be
available from the Growth Management Department. For more information,
contact the Growth Management Department at (772) 288-5495.

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation in order to participate
in this proceeding are entitled, at no cost, to the provision of certain
assistance. This does not include transportation to and from the meeting.
Please contact the Office of the ADA Coordinator at (772) 320-3131, or the
Office of the County Administrator at (772) 288-5400, or in writing to 2401 SE
Monterey Road, Stuart, FL, 34996, no later than three days before the hearing
date. Persons using a TTY device, please call 711 Florida Relay Services.

If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter
considered at the meetings or hearings of any board, committee, agency,
council, or advisory group, that person will need a record of the proceedings
and, for such purpose, may need to insure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record should include the testimony and evidence
upon which the appeal is to be based.

Snyder said if the agency does get complaints
about people not following the ordinance, deputies
would likely go out and educate them.

“With personal freedom, comes personal respon-

sibility,” Snyder said. “It’s my hope and belief that
what we found with these past state mandates is that
people will in the main voluntarily comply.”

Sara Marino is a TCPalm breaking news reporter
covering Martin County. You can reach Sara on Twit-
ter @saradmarino or email her at Sara.Mari-
no@tcpalm.com. If you’re a subscriber, thank you. If
not, become a subscriber to get the latest breaking
news.

Educate
Continued from Page 1A

It's now safe to get in the water at Sandsprit Park, but
a water advisory for the St. Lucie River around the Roo-
sevelt Bridge and Leighton Park was extended Thursday
because of an unacceptably high bacteria count.

People should avoid contact with the water, which
can cause an upset stomach, diarrhea, eye irritation and
skin rashes if touched or ingested, according to the Flor-
ida Department of Health offi�ce in Martin County.

A “poor” bacteria-level ranking is 71 or more entero-
coccus per 100 milliliters of water. The Roosevelt Bridge
at Stuart had 624 and Leighton Park at Palm City had
782 in water samples taken Monday.

The sample taken at Sandsprit Park had 53, which led
to lifting the advisory. The sample taken at the Stuart
Sandbar, which has no advisory, had 10 enterococcus.

The warning will remain in eff�ect until a series of re-
sults are consistently satisfactory. The next water sam-
ple will be taken Monday.

Enteric bacteria, a sign of fecal pollution, inhabit the
intestinal tract of people and animals. The bacteria's
presence in the water typically comes from pets, wild-
life, livestock, human sewage and stormwater runoff�,
especially after heavy rains.

Tyler Treadway is an environment reporter who spe-
cializes in issues facing the Indian River Lagoon. Sup-
port his work on TCPalm.com. Contact him at 772-221-
4219 and tyler.treadway@tcpalm.com.

Bacteria warning: Avoid contact with this water
Tyler Treadway
Treasure Coast Newspapers
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Muck, the often-ignored pollutant in the St. Lucie
and Caloosahatchee rivers, is about to be ignored no
more.

The South Florida Water Management District
agreed Thursday to spend about $1 million over the
next four years on an eff�ort with the U.S. Geological
Survey to study how sediments, including muck, move
from Lake Okeechobee to the river estuaries.

Fertilizer pollution in Lake O discharges gets lots of
attention because the nitrogen and phosphorus in
stormwater runoff� feeds toxic blue-green algae blooms
in the estuaries.

But since 2009, nearly 226,000 tons of sediment
has moved from the lake to the estuaries, Mark Perry,
executive director of the Florida Oceanographic Soci-
ety in Stuart, told the board.

About 150,000 tons of that sediment went into the
St. Lucie, nearly twice the weight of the Washington
Monument. The 68,000 tons of sediment that went
into the Caloosahatchee is not quite twice the weight
of the Lincoln Memorial.

No one knows how much muck is in the St. Lucie
River estuary. Estimates run from around 15 million
cubic yards to around 50 million cubic yards. That's
enough muck to fi�ll 3.6 million large dump trucks.

The muck is up to 15 feet deep in several places, es-
pecially where the water is wide, deep and slow-mov-
ing, so that suspended sediment can drop to the river
fl�oor.

Once in the estuaries, the sediment can kill:
i Oysters by clogging the fi�lters they use to feed
i Seagrass by blocking out light needed for photo-

synthesis
Muck also holds nutrients and toxins that can be

released into the water when stirred up by wind and
boat propellers. "The gift you don't want that keeps on
giving," is how the sediment is described by Vincent
Encomio, the Sea Grant agent for the University of
Florida Extension Service in Martin and St. Lucie
counties.

Lisa Interlandi, executive director of the Everglades
Law Center, asked that the study be expanded to the
Lake Worth Lagoon in Palm Beach County, which also
gets Lake O discharges and "has a major problem with
sediment."

The item was on the board's consent agenda, and
members didn't discuss the issue before approving it.

$1.2 billion budget

The board also approved a tentative budget of near-
ly $1.2 billion for fi�scal year 2020-21, an increase of
nearly $200 million from the current fi�scal year.

Here's how most of the money will be spent:
i $734 million (62%): Land acquisition, restoration

and public works
i $334.8 million (28%): Operation and mainte-

nance of land and public works
Here's where most of the money will come from:
i $512.2 million: State allocations (about $76.7 mil-

lion more than last year)
i $288.3 million: Property taxes (about 1.4 million

more than last year)
The increase in revenue from property taxes comes

despite the board agreeing to lower the tentative tax
rate for most of the district's 16 counties, including
Martin and St. Lucie counties, at $26.75 for every
$100,000 of a property's taxable value.

For example, the owner of a house valued at
$250,000 with a $50,000 homestead exemption
would pay $53.50. That same homeowner would have
paid $55.90 based on the tax rate for fi�scal year 2019-
20.

Despite the lower rate, some homeowners may pay
more taxes next year if their property recently has

been appraised at a higher value.
District staff�ers call the cuts "roll backs," meaning

the lower tax rates are expected to generate the same
amount of revenue as the previous year because of in-
creased property values and new construction.

The district can aff�ord to lower property taxes, said
board Chairman Chauncey Goss of Sanibel Island,
"because the state Legislature took incredible care of
us. We're in good shape for this year."

While the rolled-back tax rate saves average home-
owners a few dollars, it saves large property owners in
the district much more.

A TCPalm investigation found a similar roll back the
board approved in 2015 saved a combined $2.1 million
for 15 companies: seven hotels, three utilities, two
tourist attractions, two retail stores and one sugar pro-
ducer.

Florida Power & Light Co. saved the most: $531,550.
The budget will be formally approved Sept. 22.
Tyler Treadway is an environment reporter who

specializes in issues facing the Indian River Lagoon.
Support his work on TCPalm.com. Contact him at 772-
221-4219 and tyler.treadway@tcpalm.com.

Study to track Lake O muck to St. Lucie River 
Tyler Treadway
Treasure Coast Newspapers
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

This photo shows muck in the water near the St. Lucie Inlet. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO FROM JACQUI THURLOW-LIPPISCH 
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