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The 518-acre subject property is located within the Primary and Secondary Urban Service Districts, 
immediately west of McArthur Golf Club, which has primary access from US-1, at the signalized 
intersection of US-1 and Osprey Street in Hobe Sound.  The property is currently vacant, but portions of 
the site were previously cleared, ditched and developed as rowcrops, which are now dominated by exotic 
vegetation.   
 
The property is separated from the existing MacArthur Golf Club by a wetland slough that runs along the 
west side of the Atlantic Coastal Ridge from Seabranch Boulevard south to Bridge Road.  The easterly 
limits of the wetland slough generally forms the line between the Primary and Secondary Urban Service 
District.   
 
Primary access to the property is through the existing McArthur Golf Club by way of an existing 
stabilized dirt road through the wetland slough that was constructed during the time the property was 
being farmed.  The crossing includes culverts under the road that allow the drainage flow from north to 
south.  Additional access to the property may be provided (but is not proposed with this application) 
through several opened and un-opened public roads within the adjacent Poinciana Gardens subdivision 
platted rights-of-way, which terminate at the project’s northern boundary. 
 
The majority of the site is designated for Rural Density future land use and zoned RE-2A.  The portion of 
the property within the Primary Urban Service District is designated for Low Density future land use and 
zoned A-1.  
 
Surrounding Properties 
The properties to the south and west of the subject site include vacant, unimproved agricultural lands 
designated for Rural Density future land use with an A-1 zoning district, and conservation lands within 
the Atlantic Ridge Preserve State Park. 
 
The property to the north consists almost entirely of undeveloped platted public rights-of-way and 
undeveloped lots within the Poinciana Gardens subdivision.  Although, the minimum 7,500 sf lots within 
the subdivision are platted consistent with existing Low Density future land use and R-2 zoning, none of 
the subdivision’s infrastructure within this portion of the project, i.e. roads, drainage, water and sewer, 
was constructed or is planned to be constructed. 
 
Project Site History 
A Master Site Plan application was submitted on August 12, 2008, which included 70, minimum 2-acre 
lots designed in accordance with the Rural Density future land use and RE-2A zoning district.  
 
On March 17, 2009, the Board of County Commissioners approved a mandatory zoning district change 
from A-1 to RE-2A on the portion of the property within the Secondary Urban Service District designated 
for Rural Density future land use. 
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The application for Master Site Plan approval was formally withdrawn by the applicant in May, 2009 due 
to the “Great Recession”. 
 
The portion of the site within the Primary Urban Service District, which is designated Low Density 
Residential, was the subject a scrivener’s error that was corrected by Resolution of the Board of County 
Commissioners on December 1, 2009 (Res. No. 09-12-14). 
 
Proposed Project 
The existing owners of McArthur Golf Club would like to expand the existing golf club to include an 
additional 18-hole course on the subject property.  Access, parking, maintenance and clubhouse amenities 
would be accommodated at the existing club.  The new course facilities will be limited to the golf course 
and golf shelters. 
 
As shown on the concept plan, primary access for golfers will be by way of the existing wetland crossing 
at the southern end of the site, which can also accommodate emergency access vehicles, construction and 
maintenance equipment.  An additional construction and emergency access to the site is possible by way 
of a obtaining a road opening permit within the public right-of-way of the adjacent Poinciana Gardens 
subdivision, however access through Poinciana Gardens is not requested or required as part of this 
application.   
 
The golf course design is based on an updated wetland jurisdictional map that identifies approximately 
195 acres of wetlands that will be preserved and protected with minimum 50’ wetland buffers for isolated 
wetlands, and 75’ wide buffers for the wetland slough and wetlands connected to the wetland slough.  To 
the extent possible, the 100 acres of golf course area and 30 acres of lakes that are necessary to construct 
the golf course have been limited to the upland areas previously impacted by agricultural activities.  More 
than 100 acres of existing upland habitat will be preserved adjacent to almost 200 acres of wetlands that 
will be restored and preserved in perpetuity by way of a Preserve Area Management Plan. 
 
The existing McArthur Golf Club utilizes existing permitted wells supplemented by Irrigation Quality 
(IQ) water from South Martin Regional Utilities (SMRU).  The new golf course has been designed to 
minimize water use by integrating preserve areas and native landscape areas.  Based on preliminary 
discussions with SMRU, approximately 150,000 gpd of additional IQ water is available.  The additional 
IQ water along with supplemental surface water withdrawals via a modified water use permit from the 
South Florida Water Management District, will be used to irrigate the golf course. 
 
 
























