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WASHINGTON – Cue the fi�reworks.
President Joe Biden wants to imbue

Independence Day with new meaning
this year by encouraging nationwide
celebrations to mark the country’s ef-
fective return to normalcy after 16
months of coronavirus pandemic dis-
ruption.

Even as the U.S. is set to cross the
grim milestone of 600,000 deaths from
the virus on Tuesday, the White House
is expressing growing certainty that
July Fourth will serve as a breakthrough
moment in the nation’s recovery. That’s
even though the U.S. is not expected to
quite reach its goal of having 70% of
adults vaccinated by the holiday.

As COVID-19 case rates and deaths
drop to levels not seen since the fi�rst
days of the outbreak, travel picks up and
schools and businesses reopen, Biden is
proclaiming “a summer of freedom” to
celebrate Americans resuming their
pre-pandemic lives. 

The holiday will see the largest event
yet of Biden’s presidency: He plans to
host fi�rst responders, essential workers
and military service members and their
families on the South Lawn for a cook-
out and to watch the fi�reworks over the
National Mall. More than 1,000 guests
are expected, offi�cials said, with fi�nal ar-
rangements still to be sorted out.

The plan shows the dramatic shift in
thinking since Biden just three months
ago cautiously held out hope that peo-
ple might be able to hold small cookouts
by the Fourth, an idea that seems quaint
now given the swift pace of reopening.

“By July the 4th, there’s a good
chance you, your families and friends
will be able to get together in your back-
yard or in your neighborhood and have a
cookout and a barbeque and celebrate
Independence Day,” Biden had said as
he marked the one-year anniversary of
the pandemic on March 11. “That doesn’t
mean large events with lots of people to-
gether, but it does mean small groups
will be able to get together.”

For most Americans, that reopening
target was hit Memorial Day weekend,
after the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention relaxed mask-wearing
guidance for fully vaccinated people
and the accompanying relaxation in
state and local virus restrictions.

Now, offi�cials say July Fourth will
serve as an unoffi�cial kickoff� to a new
phase in the U.S. pandemic response.
The federal government is looking to
turn the page on the domestic public
health crisis and focus on an economic
and civic revival at home and marshal-
ing support for vaccinations around the
globe.

Across the country, the White House
is hoping to see the similar Independ-
ence Day activities, after last year saw

the mass cancellation of July Fourth
festivities, according to two White
House offi�cials who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to outline the admini-
stration’s thinking. 

“We welcome you to join us by host-
ing your own events to honor our free-
dom, salute those who have been serv-
ing on the frontlines, and celebrate our
progress in fi�ghting this pandemic,” the
White House wrote in an email to state
and local offi�cials Tuesday. It asked
them to share their plans to be high-
lighted later by the administration.

In Washington, the National Mall will
host the traditional fi�reworks ceremony,
the White house said.

“America is headed into a summer
dramatically diff�erent from last year,”
the administration wrote to offi�cials. “A
summer of freedom. A summer of joy. A
summer of reunions and celebrations.”

The upbeat announcement contrasts
with the drearier reality in Europe,
where Biden is on an eight-day, three-
country tour – not to mention much of
the rest of the world where vaccines re-
main scarce.

Instead of having a mission accom-
plished moment, in Britain, one of the
few countries that has a vaccination
rate similar to the U.S., the government
announced Monday it plans to further
delay reopening for at least another
month to try to get more people vacci-
nated. But cases there, unlike the U.S.,
are rising, and not all adults have been
off�ered a vaccine yet, nor have children.

While in Europe, Biden and Group of
Seven allies announced plans to provide
1 billion shots for poorer nations, half of
them from the U.S., but aid groups said a
far greater commitment is needed to de-
feat the virus around the globe.

Still, the U.S. vaccination campaign
is far from over as rates slip. Fewer than
370,000 Americans are now getting
their fi�rst dose on average each day,
down from a high of nearly 2 million per
day two months ago. 

White House offi�cials acknowledged
that there are still deep geographic dis-
parities in vaccination and that the ad-
ministration will continue to remind
Americans that if they are not vaccinat-
ed they remain at risk of serious illness
and death from the virus.

All American adults have been eligi-
ble for shots for two months, and the ad-
ministration has mounted an aggres-
sive “month of action” to try to drive up
demand for doses, though that has done
little to change the trend lines: Fewer
Americans are interested in getting vac-
cinated.

Offi�cials say the eff�ects of the July 4
vaccination goal of 70% of Americans
on driving down COVID-19 cases are al-
ready being felt even if the benchmark
won’t be attained. Some 166.5 million
adults have received at least one dose of
a COVID-19 vaccine, according to CDC
data. To reach his goal, Biden would
need to vaccinate about 14 million more
in less than three weeks.

“Regardless of where we are on July
Fourth, we’re not shutting down shop,”
White House press secretary Jen Psaki
said last week. “On July 5th, we’re going
to continue to press to vaccinate more
people across the country.”

The Democratic president intends to
use his remarks on July Fourth to high-
light the administration’s “wartime re-
sponse,” with a vaccination campaign
that helped bring cases and deaths
down by about 90% from where they
were before he took offi�ce on Jan. 20.

Biden plans ‘summer of freedom’
July 4 to serve as kickoff� to
new virus response phase

Fourth of July fi�reworks explode over
the Lincoln Memorial, the Washington
Monument and the U.S. Capitol along
the National Mall in Washington last
July 4. President Joe Biden wants to
instill Independence Day with new
meaning this year by encouraging
nationwide celebrations to mark the
country’s effective return to normalcy
after 16 months of pandemic
disruption. CLIFF OWEN/AP FILE
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
The Martin County Local Planning Agency will conduct public hearings on
July 1, 2021, beginning at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the items may be
heard, to review the following items:
1. Comprehensive Plan Amendment 21-02, Federal Highway & Ridgeway

Terrace: A Future Land Use Map change from Medium Density Residential
to General Commercial on a 1.38-acre parcel located on the west side of
S.E. Federal Hwy. near the intersection of SE Ridgeway Terrace and SE
Federal Hwy., Hobe Sound.

2. Application for re-zoning from R-3A (Liberal Multiple Family District) to
GC (General Commercial) or the most appropriate zoning district on 1.38
acres regarding Comprehensive Plan Amendment 21-02, Federal Hwy &
Ridgeway Terrace.

3. Comprehensive Plan Amendment 21-10, Baldwin Estates: A Future Land
Use Map change from Agricultural to Agricultural Ranchette on a 5.41-acre
parcel located at 2400 SE Ranch Road.

4. Application for re-zoning from A-2 (Agricultural) to AR-5A (Agricultural
Ranchette District) or the most appropriate zoning district on 5.41 acres
regarding Comprehensive Plan Amendment 21-10, Baldwin Estates.

All interested persons are invited to attend and be heard. The meeting will
be held in the Commission Chambers on the first floor of the Martin County
Administrative Center, 2401 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida. Written
comments may be mailed to: Paul Schilling, Director, Martin County Growth
Management Department, 2401 S.E. Monterey Road, Stuart, Florida 34996.
Copies of the itemswill be available from theGrowthManagement Department.
For more information, contact the Growth Management Department at (772)
288-5495.
Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation in order to participate in
this proceeding are entitled, at no cost, to the provision of certain assistance.
This does not include transportation to and from the meeting. Please contact
the Office of the ADA Coordinator at (772) 320-3131, or the Office of the
County Administrator at (772) 288-5400, or in writing to 2401 SE Monterey
Road, Stuart, FL, 34996, no later than three days before the hearing date.
Persons using a TTY device, please call 711 Florida Relay Services.
If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter
considered at the meetings or hearings of any board, committee, agency,
council, or advisory group, that person will need a record of the proceedings
and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record should include the testimony and evidence
upon which the appeal is to be based.

Ross-Simons Item #469069
To receive this special offer, use offer code: PEARL183

1.800.556.7376 or visit ross-simons.com/pearl

Signature Cultured Pearl Necklace
with 14kt Gold Clasp

10-11mm cultured freshwater pearls. 16" length.
14kt yellow gold !shhook clasp.

Other sizes also available.
Available in black pearl. Item #469070

$199
Plus Free Shipping

Legendary big pearls
(at a very real price)

With a rich luster and sheen,
our 10-11mm pearls resemble prized
South Sea pearls. Genuine cultured

freshwater pearls and a re!ned !ligree
14kt yellow gold clasp. A luxury look at

an exceptional value.
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